
EMERALD COAST
UTILITIES AUTHORITY

ECUA GENERAT RESOTUTION NO. GR2r.15

A GENERAL RESOLUTION TO THE GRINDER PUMP REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM RELATIVE TO
INNERARITY ISLAND SEWER SYSTEM CUSTOMERS; AUTHORTZTNG THE EXECUTTVE DTRECTOR TO
DISTRIBUTE FUNDS PER THE BoARD,s DECISION; AND AUTHORIZING A BUDGET TRANSFER oF
S12O,OOO FROM CIP PROJECT CS317 SEWER EXPANSION PROGRAM TO CIP PRO.,ECT CS318 _ NON
GRAVITY SEWER CONNECTIONS.

BE IT RESOLVED 8Y THE EMERALD COAST UTILITIES AUTHORITY:

wHEREAS, the rnnerarity rsrand Sewer System rs a private utlrity system located on rnnerarity
lsland, at the termlnus of lnnerarity point Road; and

wHEREAS, the circuit court_appointed Escambia county as the "Recerve/, of the private
utility system in March of 2014 due the death of the owner; and

WHEREAS/ the County and the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority (herelnafter ,,ECUA,,) 
agreed

that once the water and sewer system were repaired and improved to m".itcua
standards, the water and sewer systems would be aciepted Uv tCUa-i"r.
own ershlp and malntenance; and

WHEREAS, the ECUA Board approved an lnterlocal agreement in May 17, 2018, for Escambia
county's fundrng for a project to repair the water and sewer systems ;.tr;i.;
them up to ECUA standards; and

*HEREAS, the proiects wererunded through a Munrcipar service Benefit unrt (MSBU) to berepaid by the involved property owners; and

WHEREAS, the water system has slnce been lmproved and accepted by ECUA; and

WHEREAS, the exlsting sewer system on lnnerarity lsland, excluding Russell Bayou, iscurrently belng replaced with a low_pressure sewer system; and

wHEREAS, the sewer system requires the instaflatron ofrndivrduar pumping statrons (grrnder
pumps) on each rot to connect each home to the sewer colecaon main toiited tnthe right-of-way; and

*HEREAS, to funher benefrt the environment and pubrc hearth, sewer servrce wi, arso beprovided in the area of North Shore Drlve to promote the abandonment Jtieexlsting septic systems; and
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

excluding approximately 100 vacant lots that have been chosen by the lnnerarity
lsland Homeowner's Assoclatlon (HOA) to not be sold and reserved as
conservatlon, there are approxlmately 500 parcels that are impacted by thls
projecu and

ECUA has a current program whereln the policy provides for the relmbursement
of up to s1,500 reserved for onry those indrvrduars that choose to rnstaI a grinder
pump that allows for the abandonment of an extsting septic tank systemi ;d
the lnnerarity lsland HOA Board has requested that all owners that were
converted fiom gravity sewer to low pressure sewer to also be ellgible for the
reimbursement, argulng that the use of a grlnder pump was not a decislon made
by owners that currently utilize the exlsting gravity collection system; and

there are approximately 170 owners / parcels of the 5oo parcels noted herein that
were transferred from gravity sewer and placed on the low-pressure sewer system
with grinder pumps that do not ouallfv for the grlnder pump reimbursement
program but the HOA would ltke the ECUA Board to consider in exemption for;
and

there are 24 owners / parcels, mainly located ln the North Shore Drlve area, that
have elected to switch from septlc to sewer as part of this project and do ouallfv
for the grinder pump relmbursement program; and

there are approximatery 20 owners / percers that have chosen to remarn on therr
septic system and mav b-e ellslble to be relmbursed for the installatlon of a grlnder
pump lf they connect to the low-pressure sewer system ln the future using the
regular applicatlon ofthe reimbursement program; and

there are approximately 150 vacant rots that can be deveroped rn the future and
are not eligible to be reimbursed for the lnstallation of a grinder pump if they
connect to the low-pressure sewer system; and

there are approximately 130 lots that were previously on gravity sewer that will
remaln on gravity sewer and ale not eJlslble for the grinder-pump reimbursement
program; and

the lnnerarrty rsland HoA/resrdents drd not exercrse therr option to aflowdevelopment on select vacant lots whlch may have resulted ln a slgniflcantreductlon of the per-resident MSBU amount; and
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

SECTION 1.

sEcTtoN 2.

sEcTtoN 3,

Approved as to form: Adopted on

ECUA ene

ATtEsfi

Amanda Miller, Administrative Coordinator Lois Benson, Board Chairman

providing an exception to the Brinder pump reimbursement policy may be
considered as subsidizing development because this was a privately_owned
sanitary sewer collection system considered subsidizing development because the
old sewer system was privately owned and maintalned; and

upgrading the gravity sewer mains and lift stations in serect areas of the old
sanitary sewer collection system to meet ECUA standards would have been
significantly greater than the cost of a low pressure system and would not be
eligible for the grinder pump reimbursement; and

for the reasons stated hereinabove, the ECUA staff do not recommend the Board
providing an exception to the grlnder pump reimbursement poiicy; and

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority:

That the Board approve an exceptlon to the grinder purnp reimbursement policy
to reimburse those property owners that were transferred from gravity sewer
and placed onto the new low-pressure sewer system with grinder pumps; and

That the Board approve a budget transfer ofS12O,OOO from Clp project CS317
Sewer Expansion program to Clp project CS31g _ Non Gravity Sewer Connectloos
to fund the grinder pump reimbursement requests; and

This General Resolution shall take effect upon adoption.
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Date:
Account Number:
Amount:
Type of Resolutlon:

February 23, 2021

CS318 - Non-Gravlty Sewer Connecuons
TBD

General Resolution

EXPI.ANATION ECUA BOARD

Ori8lnatingDepartment: Engineering

PURPOSEI

REMARKS:

The purpose of thls Board item ls to conslder a request made by
the lnnerarlty lsland Homeowne/s tusoclation to provide for an
exception of the current grinder pump relmbursement policy,
which stlpulates lts use for sepuc to sewer conversion customers
only.

The grlnder pump reimbursement policy provides for the
reimbursement of th€ cost of a grlnder pump system for those
customers who are currently on private disposal (septic) systems
only. The selection ofa low-pressure sewer system to serve a lalge
portion of the lnnerarity lsland customers was substantially less
costly than the replacement of the gravity collectlon system,
therEby saving each property owner potentially thousands of
dollars. tn addl on, deviating from the current pollry could be
construed as ECUA subsldizint private development and placing
the burden.of this unfortunate situation on the ECUA ratepayers
at-large. For these reasons, the staff does not ,aaorrand'th"
above policy change being requested by the lnnerarity tsland
Homeowner's Assocla on.

There are approxlmately S18O,OOO ln Clp CS318 _ Non Gravlty
Sewer Connectlons that may be used for grlnder pump
reimbursements, which ls adequate for reimbursing the 24
customers that are ellglble for the program. Should the Board
waive the current grinder pump reimbursement pollq to allow its
appllcation to the approxlmate 170 customers who transitioned
ftom gravlty to the new low pressure system, the Board wlll need
to authorlze a budget transfer ln the amount oI g120,OOO from Ctp
C5317 Sewer Expanslon to CS318 - Non-Gravity Sewer
Connectlons. However, thls slgnlficant unanticipated expenditure
from the sewer expanslon program may cause a funding shortage
for upcomlng sewer expansion proJects.

General Resolution No. GR21,15
Page 4 of 5

Page 85



Submi ted by

Stacy den

Revlewe

E J oody, P. .P.A,

DlrestorDirector of Engineerlng

Keith .Fell, P.E.

Manager of Englneerlng projects

Attachment: Exhibit A - project Location Map (Black and White)
Exhibit B - project Location Map (Color) _ Hondout
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